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School Choice Spotlight Public Support

The Economist1.	 /YouGov Poll 5th-6th November 2007, 
Economist.com.
William G.  Howell, Martin R.  West and Paul Peterson, 2.	
“What Americans Think about Their Schools: The 2007 
Education Next-PEPG Survey,” Education Next (Fall 2007), 
p 12-26.
The Economist3.	 /YouGov Poll 5th-6th November 2007, 
Economist.com.
Ibid.4.	
William G.  Howell, Martin R.  West and Paul Peterson, 5.	
“What Americans Think about Their Schools: The 2007 
Education Next-PEPG Survey,” Education Next (Fall 2007), 
p 12-26.
Ibid.6.	
Ibid.7.	
Ibid.8.	
Alliance for School Choice/Hispanic Council for Reform 9.	
and Educational Options (Hispanic CREO) Poll, May 2007, 
AllianceForSchoolChoice.org.

Ibid.10.	
Ibid.11.	
Ibid.12.	
Private poll of 503 adult residents conducted December 13.	
12-14, 2006.
Private poll of 600 registered voters conducted January 14.	
22-30, 2007.
Private poll of 600 likely voters conducted January 16-17, 15.	
2007.
Private poll of 600 voters conducted November 20 — 16.	
December 8, 2006.
Private poll of 503 adult residents conducted December 17.	
12-14, 2006.
Summary of polls of voters conducted by a Republican 18.	
firm (Baselice and Associates) and a Democrat firm (The 
Montgomery Group) in 2006-07.
Friedman Foundation Poll, conducted by Strategic Vision, 19.	
November 9-11, 2007, December 2007.

In several states, the public supports a statewide voucher or tax 
credit program.

In Arizona, 56 percent of the state’s residents said they would •	
support giving a voucher to all students.17 

In Texas, 56 percent of the state’s residents support a statewide •	
universal school choice program.18 

In Illinois, 51 percent of likely voters support a statewide voucher •	
program and 54 percent favor a statewide corporate scholarship tax 

credit program.19 
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School Choice Programs in the United StatesSchool Choice Programs in the United StatesArizona

Arizona
Individual School Tuition Organization Tax Credit

Program Overview

Arizona’s Individual School Tuition Organization Tax Credit provides scholarships for 
a wide range of children to attend the school of their parents’ choice.  The program 
allows taxpayers to take a personal income tax credit for donations to School Tuition 
Organizations (STOs).  

Student Eligibility:  Most STOs give to students solely based on financial need, while others 

benefit students in a specific location or private school system.  

STO Requirements:  STOs are required to use 90 percent of the contributions for 

educational scholarships for students to attend a private school.  All STOs must provide 

scholarships to more than one school.  These organizations are then required to report data 

annually on the contributions they accepted, the grants they awarded, and the schools that 

participated in the program.  

School Eligibility:  Eligible schools are any private school in Arizona that meets state 

requirements for nondiscrimination policies.  

Scholarship Cap:  None

Program Cap:  No statewide cap on tax credits.  The cap on credits per donor is $500 for 

individual donors and $1,000 for married persons filing jointly.  

Year Enacted:  The Individual STO Tax Credit was created by Arizona House of 

Representatives Bill 2074 in 1997.

The average 

scholarship 

amount in 

2006-07 was 20 

percent greater 

than in 2005-06 

and has more 

than doubled 

since the 1998-99 

school year.  

Data source: Arizona Department of Revenue, Office of Economic Research and Analysis, “Individual Income Tax Credit *	

for Donations to Private School Tuition Organizations: Reporting for 2006,” 4/02/2007.  State data for 2007-08 not available 

at time of publication.

Students may receive a scholarship from more than one STO.1.	

Data Update*

Scholarships Awarded: 24,678 (2006-07) 

Average Scholarship: $1,643 (2006-07) 

Schools Participating:  357 (2006-07) 

STOs Operating:  56 (2006-07)

Total Donations:  $51,014,815 (2006)
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School Tuition 

Organizations 

are not required 

to spend 

revenues in the 

same year in 

which they are 

collected.  
 

School Choice Programs in the United States Arizona

Arizona
Corporate School Tuition Organization Tax Credit

Program Overview

The Arizona Corporate School Tuition Organization Tax Credit provides scholarships to 

children to attend the school that best meets their needs.  Corporations receive dollar-

for-dollar tax credits on a first-come, first-serve basis for contributions to School Tuition 

Organizations (STOs).  

Student Eligibility:  The student’s family income must not exceed 185 percent of the income 

limit required to qualify for the federal free or reduced-price lunch program ($70,676 for a 

family of four in 2007).  The student must have attended a public school the previous year or 

be entering kindergarten.  

STO Requirements:  Ninety percent of contributions must be used for scholarships.  

School Eligibility:  Participating private schools must meet Arizona requirements for 

nondiscrimination policies and teacher background checks.  The schools must also administer 

and make available to the public the combined average test scores of its students on a 

nationally norm-referenced standardized achievement test.

Scholarship Cap:  Scholarships are capped at $4,300 for students in grades K-8 and $5,600 

for those in grades 9-12.  These limits increase by $100 each year.  

Program Cap:  The program is capped at $12 million in tax credits for fiscal year 2008, with 

the cap increasing by 20 percent each year.

Year Enacted: The Corporate School Tuition Organization Tax Credit was created by Arizona 

State Senate Bill 1499 in 2006.

Data sources: Student participation and STO data for 2007-08 is based on Alliance for School Choice correspondence *	

with STOs; other data from Arizona Department of Revenue, Office of Economic Research & Analysis, “Corporate Income 

Tax Credit for Contributions to School Tuition Organizations: Reporting for 2006,” 08/07/2007.  State Data for 2007-08 not 

available at time of publication.  NA indicates data not available.

Data Update*

Students Participating: 2,750 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship:  $1,411 (2006-07) 

Schools Participating:  NA 

STOs Operating:  17 (2007-08)

Total Donations:  $7,263,300 (2006)

Student Participation
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School Choice Programs in the United StatesSchool Choice Programs in the United States

Arizona
Scholarship for Pupils with Disabilities

Program Overview

Children with special needs specifically benefit from Arizona’s Scholarship for Pupils 

with Disabilities.  

Student Eligibility:  Students with special needs who have attended a public school the 

previous year and have been issued an Individualized Education Program (IEP) are eligible.

School Eligibility:  Parents may apply for and use these grants to send their children to 

another public school or to pay tuition at any private school in Arizona that meets the state’s 

requirements for nondiscrimination policies.

Scholarship Cap:  The amount of the grant is for whichever is less:  either (1) the cost of the 

chosen school’s tuition and fees or actual per pupil cost, whichever is greater, or (2) the amount 

prescribed for the particular student under his or her IEP.  While there is no enrollment cap, 

scholarships are provided on a first-come, first-serve basis and capped at $2.5 million.

Program Funding:  The program is allocated at $2.5 million for the 2007-08 school year.

Year Enacted:  The Scholarship for Pupils with Disabilities was created by Arizona House of 

Representatives Bill 2676 in 2006.

Individualized 

Education Programs 

are written statements 

for providing special 

education services 

to a child with a 

disability.  They 

include the child’s 

present learning 

levels, measurable 

annual goals and 

benchmarks for 

evaluating progress 

towards those goals, 

requirements for the 

student’s high school 

graduation, and 

the specific special 

education services 

needed to ensure a 

quality education for 

the child.

Data source: Arizona Department of Education, phone conversations, 10/02/2007, 1/07/2008.*	

Arizona

Data Update*

Students Participating:  158 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship:  $9,478 (2007-08)

Schools Participating:  52 (2007-08)
Student Participation
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School Choice Programs in the United States Arizona

Arizona
Displaced Pupils Choice Grant Program

Program Overview

Arizona’s Displaced Pupils Choice Grant Program provides scholarships to children 

who have at any time been in foster care to attend the private school that best meets 

their needs.  

Student Eligibility:  The grants are available on a first-come, first-serve basis to students 

who have been in the foster care system at any time before high school graduation.  Children 

in foster care who already attend private schools are also eligible for the grant.

School Eligibility:  Eligible schools are any private school in Arizona that meets state 

requirements for nondiscrimination policies and has registered with the Arizona Department 

of Education as a grant school.

Scholarship Cap:  The program is currently capped at 500 scholarships a year, with a 

maximum scholarship amount of $5,000 or the selected school’s tuition (whichever is less).  

Program Funding:  A total of $2.5 million is allocated for the 2007-08 school year.

Year Enacted:  The Displaced Pupils Choice Grant Program was created by Arizona Senate 

Bill 1164 in 2006.

The Displaced 

Pupils Choice 

Grant Program 

is the only 

publicly funded 

private school 

choice program 

in the nation 

targeted to 

children in 

foster care.

Data source: Arizona Department of Education, email correspondence, 01/07/2008.*	

Data Update*

Students Participating: 148 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship:  $4,251 (2007-08)

Schools Participating: 39 (2007-08)
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School Choice Programs in the United StatesSchool Choice Programs in the United States

Florida
John M.  McKay Scholarship for Students with Disabilities

Program Overview

Florida’s McKay Scholarship program provides scholarships for students with 

disabilities to attend the school that best fits their educational needs.  

Student Eligibility:  To qualify for the scholarship, students must have an Individualized 

Education Program and have been enrolled in a Florida public school in the previous year.  

Children of active United States Military personnel transferring into the state do not need to 

meet the prior year public school attendance requirement.

School Eligibility:  Students may use the scholarships at any public or participating private 

school of their parents’ choice.  Private school must be approved by the state department of 

education and must submit annual sworn compliance reports attesting to compliance with all 

local and state laws and codes pertaining to private schools including health inspections, fire 

code inspection, radon testing, and proper licensure.  Additionally, all school personal that have 

direct contact with scholarship students must complete a federal level two background check 

every five years.  Schools in operation for less than three years must obtain a surety bond in the 

amount of the total value of the scholarships that the school receives under this program.

Scholarship Cap:  The amount of the scholarship is determined by the amount the student 

would have received in the public school to which they are assigned or the amount of the 

selected private school’s tuition and fees (whichever is less).  

Program Funding:  There is no program allocation.  A total of $119.1 million in scholarships 

was awarded during the 2006-07 school year.*  Using the 2006-07 average scholarship 

amount and the number of students participating in 2007-08, it can be estimated that more 

than $140 million will be spent in the 2007-08 school year.

Year Enacted:  The McKay Scholarship program was established in 1999 (Florida Statute 

XVI, Chapter 229).

Data source: Florida Department of Education, John M.  McKay Scholarship Program, February Quarterly Report, 2008; *	

Florida Department of Education, Choice Facts, John M.  McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program, 

January 2008.

The McKay 

Scholarship 

program is the 

nation’s largest 

and oldest 

publicly funded 

private school 

choice program 

targeting 

students with 

special needs.  

The number 

of students 

benefiting from 

McKay has more 

than doubled 

over the last five 

years.  

Florida

Student Participation
Data Update*

Students Participating: 19,439 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship: $7,206 (2006-07)

Schools Participating: 836 (2007-08)

20,000

18,000

16,000

14,000

12,000

10,000

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

0

20
06

-0
7

20
05

-0
6

20
04

-0
5

20
03

-0
4

20
02

-0
3

20
01

-0
2

20
00

-0
1

19
99

-0
0

20
07

-0
8



School  
Choice 

Yearbook
2007

43

Florida
Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship Program

Program overview

Florida’s Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship Program, popularly known as Step 

Up for Students Scholarships, provides scholarships to low-income children to 

attend a private school or assist with transportation costs to another public school.  

Corporations receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit up to 75 percent of their state 

income tax liability for donations made to Scholarship Funding Organizations (SFOs).  

Student Eligibility:  To be eligible for the scholarship, students must qualify for the federal 

free or reduced-price lunch program ($38,203 for a family of four in 2007).

SFO Requirements:  One-hundred percent of contributions must be used for scholarships.

School Eligibility:  Students may use the scholarships at any participating private school 

of their parents’ choice.  The private school must be approved by the state Department 

of Education and must submit annual sworn compliance reports attesting to compliance 

with all local and state laws and codes pertaining to private schools, including: health 

inspections, fire code inspection, radon testing, and proper licensure.  Additionally, all school 

personnel that have direct contact with scholarship students must complete a federal level 

two background check every five years.  All scholarship students must take an approved, 

nationally recognized norm-referenced test or the state public school assessment test.  

Schools in operation less than three years must obtain a surety bond in the amount of the total 

value of the scholarships that the school receives under this program.  

Scholarship Cap:  Scholarships for use in private schools may not exceed $3,750 per 

student, or $500 for a scholarship awarded to a student enrolled in a Florida public school 

outside of their assigned district.

Program Cap:  The annual cap on total corporate tax credits is $88 million.

Year Enacted:  The Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship Program was established in 2001 

(Florida Statute XIV, Chapter 220.187).

School Choice Programs in the United States

A recent report by 

the Collins Center for 

Public Policy found 

the Corporate Tax 

Credit Scholarship 

Program has resulted 

in the state saving 

nearly $140 million 

in public school 

revenues between 

2002 and 2004.

(Collins Center for 
Public Policy, “The 
Florida Corporate 
Income Tax Credit 
Scholarship Program: 
Updated Fiscal Analysis,”   
February 2007) 

Data sources:  Florida Department of Education, Choice Facts, Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship Program, January 2008; *	

Total donations data received from the Florida School Choice Fund, email correspondence, 1/25/2008.  It should be noted 

that the Florida School Choice Fund reports 20,144 scholarship recipients as of 1/25/2008.

Florida

Data Update*

Students Participating: 19,416 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship: $3,328 (2006-07)

Schools Participating: 948 (2007-08)

SFOs Operating: 3 (2007-08)

Total Donations: $88 million (2007)

Student Participation
25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

0
2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08



School  
Choice 
Yearbook
2007

44

Georgia
Georgia Special Needs Scholarship Program

Program Overview

Georgia’s Special Needs Scholarship Program provides children with disabilities the 

opportunity to attend the school that best fits their educational needs.  

Student Eligibility:  To qualify for the scholarship, students must have an Individualized 

Education Program and have been enrolled in a Georgia public school in the previous year.

School Eligibility:  Students may use the scholarships at the public or participating private 

school of their parents’ choice.  Participating private schools must demonstrate financial 

viability and meet state non-discrimination and safety requirements.

Scholarship Cap:  The amount of the scholarship is determined by the amount the student 

would have received from the state in the public school to which they are assigned or the 

amount of the selected private school’s tuition and fees (whichever is less).  

Program Funding: More than $5.6 million is allocated for the 2007-08 school year.

Year Enacted:  The Georgia General Assembly and Governor Sonny Perdue created the 

Special Needs Scholarship in 2007 under Senate Bill 10.

School Choice Programs in the United StatesSchool Choice Programs in the United States

Data source: Georgia Department of Education, 2007-2008.  Georgia Special Needs Scholarships (GSNS) Summary *	

Information, 11/05/2007.

The Georgia 

Special Needs 

Scholarship 

Program is the 

newest publicly 

funded private 

school choice 

program in the 

country, and 

the fifth that 

directly benefits 

students with 

disabilities.  

Georgia

Data Update*

Students Participating: 899 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship: $6,273 (2007-08)

Schools Participating: 117 (2007-08)
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School Choice Programs in the United States

Iowa
Individual School Tuition Organization Tax Credit

Program Overview

The Individual School Tuition Organization Tax Credit program allows taxpayers to 

receive a personal income tax credit of 65 percent for donations to School Tuition 

Organizations (STOs), which use the money to provide grants for students to attend 

the school of their parents’ choice.1 

Student Eligibility:  To be eligible to receive a scholarship from STOs under the program, 

students must be Iowa residents and members of a household whose income does not 

exceed 300 percent of the federal poverty guideline ($61,950 for a family of four in 2007).

STO Requirements:  STOs must represent more than one school, and ninety percent of the 

contributions must be used for scholarships.  

School Eligibility:  Private schools must be accredited to participate.  

Scholarship Cap:  The amount of the scholarship is left up to the individual STOs.

Program Cap:  The program is capped at $7.5 million tax credits starting in 2008.  

Year Enacted:  The Individual STO Tax Credit was created by Iowa Senate File 2409 in 2006.

 

In 2007, the Iowa’s 

Democratic 

governor (Gov.  

Chet Culver) and 

the Democratic 

Legislature 

expanded the 

program by 50 

percent, from $5 

million to $7.5 

million, with strong 

bipartisan support.

Data source:  Iowa Department of Revenue, phone conversation, 1/31/08.*	

In effect, the tax credit is higher than 65 percent because Iowa lets taxpayers deduct their 1.	

federal taxes from their state taxes.

Iowa

Data Update*

Students Participating: 7,527 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship: $528 (2007-08) 

Schools Participating: 159 (2007-08)

STOs Operating:  9 (2007-08)

Total Donations:  $7,498,273 (2007) 

Student Participation
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Ohio
Cleveland Scholarship and Tutoring Program

Program Overview

The Cleveland Scholarship and Tutoring Program is the nation’s second oldest 

modern school choice program, providing grants to schoolchildren living in the 

Cleveland Municipal School District to attend the registered private or out of district 

public school of their parents’ choice.

Student Eligibility:  Students must be in grades K-8 when first applying for the program.  

Students from low-income families living below 200 percent of the federal poverty guideline 

($41,300 for a family of four in 2007) are given priority when applying for the scholarship, 

which is distributed through a lottery.  Students accepted into the program do not need to 

reapply for future years and may continue in the program through high school.

School Eligibility:  In order to be registered with the state to participate, the school must 

meet state minimum standards for chartered non-public schools, must not discriminate on 

the basis of race, religion or ethnicity, must enroll at least 10 students per class or 25 total in 

the school, must not charge students more than the difference between actual tuition and the 

amount of the scholarship, and must not provide false information, foster unlawful behavior, 

or teach hatred.  

Scholarship Cap:  For low-income students, the scholarship will cover 90 percent of the 

selected school’s tuition.  For all other students, the scholarship covers 75 percent of tuition.  

The scholarship amount cannot exceed $3,450.  Parents and the selected schools must make 

arrangements to cover the remainder of tuition costs.

Program Funding: $17.4 million was spent in the 2006-07 school year.* 

Year Enacted:  The Ohio General Assembly and Governor George Voinovich included the 

CSTP in the 1995 state budget.

School Choice Programs in the United StatesSchool Choice Programs in the United States

The Constitutional 

validity of vouchers:  

The Cleveland 

Scholarship and 

Tutoring Program 

was challenged in 

the United States 

Supreme Court in 

2002.  The case, 

Zelman v.  Simmons-

Harris, considered 

the permissibility 

of school vouchers 

in relation to the 

establishment 

clause of the First 

Amendment due 

to the fact that the 

school vouchers 

could be used in 

religious schools.  In 

a resounding victory 

for children across 

the country, the Court 

upheld the Cleveland 

program and removed 

the Constitutional 

barriers to future 

programs.

Data source:  Ohio Department of Education, Cleveland Scholarship and Tutoring Program Office, phone conversation, *	

01/07/2008.

Ohio

Student ParticipationData Update*

Students Participating:  6,182 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship:  $2,830 (2006-07)

Schools Participating:  45 (2007-08)
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School Choice Programs in the United States Ohio

Ohio
Autism Scholarship Program

Program Overview

Ohio’s Autism Scholarship Program provides students with autism with scholarships to 

use for school tuition or other educational services.

Student Eligibility:  To qualify, students must be identified as autistic through their assigned 

school district and be assigned an Individualized Education Program.

School Eligibility:  Students may use the scholarship for a public school outside their 

assigned district or a registered private educational provider.  Private providers must 

be located in Ohio, demonstrate fiscal soundness, and have properly credentialed staff 

member(s) to oversee the administration of services on the child’s IEP.

Scholarship Cap:  Scholarships are capped at $20,000.  

Program Funding:  There is no program appropriation.  $15 million was requested by 

program office for 2007-08 school year.*

Year Enacted:  The Autism Scholarship Program was created through the state’s operating 

budget, Ohio House Bill 95, in 2003.

The Ohio Autism 

Scholarship 

Program is the 

only publicly 

funded private 

school choice 

program in the 

nation directly 

targeted to 

students with 

autism.

Data source: Ohio Department of Education, phone conversation, 01/07/2008, 01/22/2008.  The student participation data *	

for 2007-08 is a state estimate.

Data Update*

Students Participating: 950 (2007-08) 

Average Scholarship: $17,500 (2006-07)

Schools Participating: 189 (2007-08)

Student Participation
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School Choice Programs in the United StatesOhio

Ohio
Educational Choice Scholarship Program

Program Overview

The Educational Choice (EdChoice) Scholarship Program provides scholarships for 

children in failing schools to attend the private school of their parents’ choice.  

Student Eligibility:  To be eligible, a student must be attending a public school that is 

classified by the state to be in Academic Watch or Academic Emergency–the lowest of the 

state’s school ratings categories–for two years of a three-year period.  A student entering 

Kindergarten who is assigned to one of these schools is also eligible.  

School Eligibility: Private schools must already be chartered (registered) by the Ohio 

Department of Education.  

Scholarship Cap:  The program provides for up to 14,000 scholarships, with priority given 

to returning applicants and low-income applicants.  The maximum scholarship amount is 

currently $4,375 for grades K-8 and $5,150 for grades 9-12 or the actual tuition charged, 

whichever amount is lower.

Program Funding:  There is no appropriation.  More than $10.3 million was spent in the 

2006-07 school year.* 

Year Enacted:  The EdChoice Scholarship Program was created through the state’s 

operational budget, Ohio House Bill 66, in 2005.

The EdChoice 

Scholarship 

Program is the 

only publicly 

funded private 

school choice 

program in the 

nation targeted 

to children in 

failing schools.  

Data source:  Ohio Department of Education, EdChoice office, phone conversations, 10/31/2007, 1/14/2008.  NA indicates *	

data not available.

Data Update*

Students Participating: 6,764 (2007-08) 

Average Scholarship: NA; maximum award is $4,375 for 

grades K-8 and $5,150 for grades 9-12

Schools Participating: 319 (2007-08)
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School Choice Programs in the United States

Pennsylvania
Educational Improvement Tax Credit

Program Overview

Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit program enables eligible 

children to attend the public or private school of their parents’ choice, as well 

as provides support for programs in local public schools through Educational 

Improvement Organizations.  Corporations receive a 75 percent tax credit for a one-

year donation and a 90 percent tax credit for a two-year donation to Scholarship 

Organizations (SOs) or Educational Improvement Organizations (EIOs).  

Student Eligibility:  To be eligible for a scholarship, the student must be a member of 

a household with annual income of $50,000 or less (an extra $10,000 is allowed for each 

additional dependent in the household).

School Eligibility:  Schools must meet state non-discrimination requirements.  

SO Requirements:  Scholarship Organizations must use 80 percent of contributions for 

scholarships for students to attend the public or private school of their parents’ choice.  

Scholarship Cap:  The amount of individual scholarships is left up to the SOs but cannot 

exceed the cost of tuition and fees.

Program Cap: With an annual limit of $200,000 per corporation, the current statewide cap on 

tax credits is $44.7 million for donations to scholarship organizations.  The total statewide cap 

on the EITC program is $75 million, which includes $22.3 million for innovative educational 

improvement programs at public schools and $8 million for a pre-kindergarten scholarship 

program.

Year Enacted:  The Pennsylvania House of Representatives passed House Bill 966 in 2001.

The number of 

scholarships in 

the Educational 

Improvement Tax 

Credit program 

have more than 

doubled since it 

began in 2001-02 

school year.  

In 2007, for the 

first time in our 

nation’s history, 

a Democratic 

governor (Gov.  

Ed Rendell) 

proposed an 

increase in a 

scholarship tax 

credit program in 

his own budget.

Data source: Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development, email correspondence, *	

01/07/2008, 01/15/2008.  NA indicates data not available.

Pennsylvania

Student Participation
Data Update*

Students Participating: 38,046 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship:  $1,022 (2007-08)

Schools Participating: NA

Total SOs Operating:  209 (2007-08)

Total Donations:  $41,809,947 (2007-08)
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Rhode Island
Corporate Scholarship Tax Credit Program

Program Overview

Rhode Island’s Corporate Scholarship Tax Credit program provides corporations 

tax credits on a first-come, first-serve basis for donations to Scholarship Granting 

Organizations (SGOs) that provide scholarships for low-income students to attend 

the private school of their parents’ choice.  Corporations donating for one year will 

receive a 75 percent tax credit, while those committing to two consecutive years will 

receive a 90 percent tax credit.  

Student Eligibility: Students must reside in a household with an annual income of not more 

than 250 percent of the federal poverty guideline ($51,625 for a family of four in 2007).

SGO Requirements:  SGOs must use 90 percent of contributions to fund scholarships.  

School Eligibility:  To accept students through the program, private schools must meet state 

requirements for certification.  

Scholarship Cap:  The amount of funding per scholarship is left up to the SGO.

Program Cap:  There is an annual statewide cap of $1 million in tax credits and a cap of 

$100,000 per corporation.  

Year Enacted:  The Corporate Scholarship Tax Credit Program was established by Rhode 

Island Article 24 in 2006.

School Choice Programs in the United StatesSchool Choice Programs in the United States

Rhode Island’s 

Corporate 

Scholarship 

Tax Credit 

Program is one 

of four corporate 

scholarship tax 

credit programs 

operating in the 

United States today.

Data source:  Rhode Island Department of Revenue, Division of Taxation, 2007 Year End Summary for Scholarships Issued by *	

SGO, February 2008.

Rhode Island

Data Update*

Students Participating:  278 (2007-08) 

Average Scholarship: $3,757 (2007-08)

SGOs Operating: 4 (2007-08)

Schools Participating: 30 (2007-08) 

Total Donations: $1,113,111 (2007)
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School Choice Programs in the United States

Utah
Carson Smith Special Needs Scholarship

Program Overview

The Carson Smith Special Needs Scholarship provides tuition assistance to enable 

Utah students with special needs to attend the school that is best for them.

Student Eligibility:  To be eligible, students must be identified as disabled, be learning 

under an Individualized Education Program, and be accepted to an eligible private school 

that will best meet their educational needs.  Or, a student may be currently attending an 

eligible private school and be determined by an assessment team to qualify for special 

education services if in a public school.  Scholarships are awarded for three years and may 

be renewed.

School Eligibility:  Schools must have a physical location where students attend classes, 

have adequate working capital to maintain operations for the first full year, comply with anti-

discrimination provisions, and meet local health and safety laws and codes.  Eligible schools 

must also disclose to parents the special education services to be provided and the cost of 

those services, administer an annual assessment of each scholarship student’s academic 

progress, and make the results of this assessment available to the parents and the assessment 

team.  Additionally, teachers of scholarship students must have at least a  baccalaureate 

degree, three years of teaching experience, or special skills that qualify them to teach the 

subjects taught or the students taught.  Schools must inform parents of the credentials of the 

teachers.  

Scholarship Cap:  Scholarship amounts are based on the weighted pupil unit (WPU), 

the state’s unit of public school funding.  Students who receive more than three hours of 

special education services each day may receive up to 2.5 times the WPU, which in 2007-08 

amounts to $6,285 for tuition assistance.  Students who receive less than three hours of 

special education services may receive up to 1.5 times the WPU, which in 2007-08 amounts to 

scholarships up to $3,771.

Program Funding:  The state has allocated $2.4 million for Carson Smith Scholarships for 

the 2007-08 school year.

Year Enacted:  The Carson Smith Special Needs Scholarship was created by Utah House of 

Representatives Bill 249 in 2005.

The Carson 

Smith Special 

Needs 

Scholarship 

has more than 

quadrupled 

the number of 

participating 

students since 

it was created 

three years ago.

Data source: Utah Department of Education, phone conversations, 01/04/2008, 1/08/2008, 01/09/2008.*	

Utah

Data Update*

Students Participating: 484 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship: $4,600 (2007-08)

Schools Participating: 39 (2007-08)

Student Participation

2007-082006-072005-06

600

500

400

300

200

100

0



School  
Choice 
Yearbook
2007

52

School Choice Programs in the United StatesSchool Choice Programs in the United States

Wisconsin
Milwaukee Parental Choice Program

Program Overview

The Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP) is the nation’s longest running 

modern publicly funded private school choice program, providing scholarships for 

low-income children to attend the school that best meets their educational needs.  

Student Eligibility:  To be eligible for the MPCP, students must reside in a household where 

the family income is at or below 175 percent of the federal poverty guideline ($36,138 for 

a family of four in 2007).  Participants or siblings of program participants may remain in 

the program if the family’s income rises up to 220 percent of the federal poverty guideline 

($45,430 for a family of four in 2007).

School Eligibility:  To be eligible for the program, schools must meet nondiscrimination 

policies, admit students on a random basis, allow students to opt-out of religious 

programming, meet state private school requirements regarding instruction hours, 

administer a nationally normed standardized test in reading, math and science in grades 4, 8 

and 10 as part of a longitudinal study, and be accredited within three years of participation in 

the MPCP.  

Scholarship Cap:  The maximum scholarship amount is $6,501 and the total number of 

students is capped at 22,500 students.

Program Funding: MPCP is estimated by the state to cost $120.3 million in 2007-08.*

Year Enacted:  The MPCP was created in 1990 by the Wisconsin State Legislature through 

Act 336.

Originally, only one 
percent of Milwaukee 
Public School (MPS) 
students could attend 
private non-religious 
schools through the 
program.  In 1995, the 
legislature expanded 
the MPCP to include 
religious private schools 
and increased the cap 
to seven percent of MPS 
students.  Through the 
same legislation, the 
next year, the enrollment 
cap was increased 
to 15 percent of MPS 
students, or about 15,000 
students.  By 2005, the 
enrollment cap had 
been reached.  The “Lift 
the Cap” campaign by 
School Choice Wisconsin 
and its allies succeeded 
later that year when the 
cap was increased to its 
current amount of 22,500 
students.  

 The expansion of school 
choice in Milwaukee 
has contributed to 
community renewal by 
spurring $126.6 million in 
spending on new school 
and school improvement 
construction—with the 
majority, $86.3 million, 
supporting private 
schools participating in 
the Milwaukee Parental 
Choice Program.  
(School Choice Wisconsin, 
“School Choice and Community 
Renewal,” July 2007)

Data source:  Wisconsin Department of Education, MPCP Facts and Figures for 2007-2008, November 2007; MPCP *	

Membership and Payment History, in Total, 1990-2007, November 2007.  NA indicates data not available.

Wisconsin

Student Participation
Data Update*

Students Participating: 18,550

Average Scholarship:  NA; 
maximum award is $6,501

Schools Participating: 122 
(2007-08)
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Washington, D.C.
Opportunity Scholarship Program

Program Overview

The first federally funded school choice initiative, the Washington, D.C.  Opportunity 

Scholarship Program, provides low-income students with scholarships to attend the 

school that best meets their educational needs.  

Student Eligibility:  To be eligible, students must reside in the District of Columbia and 

have a household income at or below 185 percent of the federal poverty guideline ($38,203 

for a family of four in 2007).  Priority is given to low-income students who attend schools 

deemed in need of improvement, corrective action, or restructuring under the No Child Left 

Behind Act.  Low-income applicants in public schools not identified as low performing are 

then considered, followed by students already attending private schools.  If there are more 

eligible applicants than available scholarships or slots in participating private schools, 

scholarships are awarded by lottery.

School Eligibility:  Any private school in the District of Columbia can participate.  

Participating schools must agree to report to individual parents each year on their child’s 

academic progress and any incidences of violence in the school.  Schools are able to apply 

their standard admission process.  

Scholarship Cap:  Individual scholarships to cover tuition, fees, and transportation are 

capped at $7,500 and are renewable for up to five years.  

Program Funding: A total of $12.5 million dollars is allocated for the 2007-08 school year 

to fund Opportunity Scholarships, which are distributed through the Washington Scholarship 

Fund (WSF).  The WSF must use 97 percent of the allocated funds to provide scholarships.

Year Enacted:  The D.C.  School Choice Incentive Act of 2003 was passed by Congress and 

signed into law by President George W.  Bush in 2004.

School Choice Programs in the United States

Legislation passed in 
December 2006 raised the 
household income eligibility 
renewal limit for students 
who enrolled in the D.C.  
Opportunity Scholarship 
Program’s first two years–the 
students who populate 
the federally mandated 
evaluation of the program 
–from 200 percent of the 
federal poverty guideline to 
300 percent of the federal 
poverty guideline ($61,950 
for a family of four in 2007).  
Without this change three 
hundred children would have 
lost their scholarships due 
in most instances to one-
time very small increases in 
income.  The average income 
of DC OSP families after the 
increase in cap was $22,000 
per year–still well below 200 
percent of poverty.  It is not 
applicable to new scholarship 
recipients.  

Georgetown University’s third 
report on the Washington, 
DC, Opportunity Scholarship 
Program reveals that the 
low-income families whose 
children participate in the 
program are becoming better 
consumers of education.  
Parents are satisfied and report 
that their children have greater 
self-esteem and are more 
engaged in their school work.  

(Thomas Stewart, et al., “Satisfied, 
Optimistic, Yet Concerned:  
Parent Voices on the Third Year of 
the DC Opportunity Scholarship 
Program,” Georgetown University 
Public Policy Institute, School 
Choice Demonstration Project, 
December 2007).

The average income of families at the time of 
application is $16,700.

Seventy percent of all eligible applicants in 
the past three years have come from schools 
that have failed to make Adequate Yearly 
Progress under No Child Left Behind.

Demand for the program is high, with four 
applications for every slot available.

Washington, D.C.

Data source: Washington Scholarship Fund, press release 9/26/2007, email correspondence 01/09/2008, 01/22/2008.*	

Data Update*

Students Participating:  1,903 (2007-08)

Average Scholarship:  $6,986 (2006-07)	

Schools Participating: 60 (2007-08)
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Model Legislation Available from the Alliance for 
School Choice
Lawmakers interested in drafting legislation to support school choice should review model 

legislation on the Alliance for School Choice Web site, www.AllianceForSchoolChoice.org.   

Each bill is approved by the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) and 

supported by the Alliance for School Choice, the Milton and Rose D.  Friedman 

Foundation, and the Institute for Justice.

Parental Choice Scholarship Program Act 

This bill creates a scholarship program for children from low- and middle-income 

families to attend the public or private elementary or secondary school of their 

parents’ choice.  

Great Schools Tax Credit Program Act

This bill authorizes a tax credit for individual and corporate contributions to 

organizations that provide educational scholarships to eligible students so they can 

attend qualified public and private schools of their parents’ choice.  

The Special Needs Scholarship Program Act

This bill provides students with special needs the option to attend the public or 

private school of their parents’ choice.  

Autism Scholarship Act 

This bill provides students with autism the option to attend the public or private 

school of their parents’ choice.

The Foster Child Scholarship Program Act

This bill provides children who have been placed in foster care the option to attend a 

public or private school of their guardians’ choice.  

The Smart Start Scholarship Program

This bill creates a scholarship program that helps children from low- and middle-

income families attend the public or private 4-year-old preschool program or 5-year-

old kindergarten program of their parents’ choice.

Military Family Scholarship Program Act 

This bill creates a scholarship program to provide G.I.  Junior scholarships for all 

children of veterans and active military personnel to attend the elementary or 

secondary school of their parents’ choice.

Creating a School Choice Bill in Your State
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The Alliance for School Choice 

is the nation’s largest organization promoting 

school vouchers and scholarship tax 

credit programs.  Together with a growing 

community of national and local allies, the 

Alliance supports the design, implementation, 

promotion, and expansion of well-designed school choice programs.  In addition, 

the Alliance works nationally to advance the school choice movement by publicizing 

research, educating the public about school choice, training local leaders, marketing 

effective education reform initiatives, and developing broader public support.  

The Alliance for School Choice is a nonprofit, non-partisan educational organizations 

under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.

More information is available on our Web site:  www.AllianceForSchoolChoice.org

Advocates for School Choice is an 

advocacy organization, focused exclusively 

on generating support for and securing 

passage of specific school choice legislation.

Throughout the year, Advocates for School 

choice carefully assesses the legislative prospects in each state, determines 

what resources are necessary to enact school legislation, and deploys resources 

as necessary.  In supporting the legislative efforts of individual state programs, 

Advocates is able to make new school choice programs a reality while concurrently 

protecting existing programs from regulatory threats, lawsuits, hostile legislators and 

governors, and attacks from outside groups.

Advocates shares offices, staff, and organizational infrastructure with the Alliance 

for School Choice, which it reimburses for proportional salaries and expenses.  

Advocates for School Choice is a 501(c)(4) advocacy organization.

About Alliance for School Choice and 
Advocates for School Choice
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Contact Information
Alliance for School Choice
Advocates for School Choice
1660 L Street, NW
Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C.  20036

(202) 280-1990 
info@allianceforschoolchoice.org

Anna Varghese Marcucio
Director of State Projects
(202) 280-1973 
vargmarc@yahoo.com 

John Schilling
Chief of Staff & Director of National Projects
(202) 280-1974 
jschilling@allianceforschoolchoice.org 

Robert A.  Teegarden 
Director of State Projects
(623) 594-7592
rateegarden@allianceforschoolchoice.org

Scott Jensen
National Consultant for State Projects
(414) 588-7050
scottjensen@wi.rr.com 

Zack Dawes
Consultant for State Projects
(512) 343-0220
zdceoa@aol.com 

Lori Drummer
Director of State Projects
(202) 280-1975
ldrummer@allianceforschoolchoice.org

Media Inquiries 
Andrew Campanella 
Director of Communications 
(202) 280-1985 
acampanella@allianceforschoolchoice.org

Research Inquiries 
Geoffrey Goodman 
Research Manager and Senior Writer 
(202) 280-1988 
ggoodman@allianceforschoolchoice.org 

If you are interested in advancing school choice, you are encouraged to contact a 
member of the Alliance/Advocates for School Choice’s State Team.
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National School Choice Organizations

Alliance for School Choice:  www.allianceforschoolchoice.org

American Legislative Exchange Council:  www.alec.org

Black Alliance for Educational Options (BAEO):  www.baeo.org

Center for Education Reform:  www.edreform.com

Council for American Private Education (CAPE):  www.capenet.org

Milton & Rose Friedman Foundation:  www.friedmanfoundation.org

Hispanic Council for Reform & Educational Options:  www.hcreo.org

Institute for Justice: www.ij.org/schoolchoice

State Policy Network:  www.spn.org
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