
School Choice Ohio closes the information gap so 
that parents can help close the achievement gap.
 
Parents choose; children win! 
Since 2005, School Choice Ohio has reached out to Ohio families 
to inform them about available education options. In addition, 
we serve as a resource for parents, community organizations, 
schools, community members, elected officials, and the media. 

Empowering parents and providing accurate information about 
what matters most to them — their children’s education — is the 
only way to drive sustained, continuous improvement of Ohio’s 
education system.



PARENTAL CHOICE IN OHIO

Every year, more Ohio families seek out 
educational options. Much more than charter 
schools and vouchers, Ohio offers an array of 
unique educational settings and approaches. 
Options include:

Home Education
Families desiring to educate their children at 
home may do so by notifying their local school 
district superintendent and meeting the 
requirements of Ohio law to homeschool.   

Community (Charter) and STEM Schools
Community schools (also known as charter 
schools) are independently operated public 
schools that are not part of a school district. 
They are tuition-free, non-profit schools that 
can be online (e-school) or physical ‘brick and 
mortar’ schools.

Ohio also has seven independently-operated 
STEM schools, offering instruction with a focus 
on science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics.

Scholarship Programs (Vouchers)
Ohio has five programs that offer scholarships to 
eligible students to attend the private school of 
their choice:
g Cleveland Scholarship & Tutoring Program
g EdChoice Scholarship Program
g EdChoice Income-Based (Expansion) 

Scholarships 
g Autism Scholarship
g Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship

Private (Nonpublic) Schools
There are two types of private schools in Ohio. 
Chartered private (nonpublic) schools hold a 
charter issued by the State Board of Education. 
Nonchartered nonpublic schools choose not to 
be chartered for religious reasons.

Traditional Public School (District Schools)
All children of school age in Ohio can attend the 
public schools of the district where they live 
at no charge. Some districts accept students 
residing in neighboring districts through open 
enrollment and provide career, and technical 
programming through career centers.

College Credit Plus, available to home 
educated, public and private school students, 
allow students to earn dual high school and 
college credit.

2021 Educational Choice Participation 
Options  Students
Private Schools 167,164
Community (Charter) Schools 113,904
STEM Schools 3,732
Home Education 51,502
District Open Enrollment 85, 535
College Credit Plus  76,973



Demand Grows for Scholarship Programs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1995, the state 
legislature created the 
first of Ohio’s private 
school choice scholarship 
programs, the Cleveland 
Scholarship and Tutoring 
Program (CSTP). With the 
success of the Cleveland 
program, the state 
legislature created 
additional programs 
including the Autism 
(2003) and Jon Peterson 
Scholarship (2011) 
programs for special 
needs students, the 
EdChoice (2005) program 
for students assigned to 
poor-performing schools 
and income-based 
EdChoice (2013) for low-
income families.  

The popularity of these 
programs continues to 
grow with participation 
increasing by more than 
50% over the last seven 
years.  

Today, more than 70,000 
students, primarily low-
income, minority and 
special needs students, 
participate in one of these 
five programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 2021 Student Participation 
Cleveland Scholarship 7,793 

EdChoice Scholarship 33,128 

Income-Based EdChoice 17,140 

Autism Scholarship 4,230 

Peterson Scholarship 7,407 

69,998
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Fiscal Year

Scholarship Participation (All Programs)

$13,387 

$5,093 $5,030 $4,400 

School District
Operating

Expenditure

Cleveland Scholarship EdChoice Scholarship EdChoice (Income-
Based) Scholarship

2021 Average Per Pupil Expenditure

In 1995, the state legislature 
created the first of Ohio’s 
private school choice 
scholarship programs, the 
Cleveland Scholarship and 
Tutoring Program (CSTP). 

With the success of the 
Cleveland program, the state 
legislature created additional 
programs including the Autism 
(2003) and Jon Peterson 
Scholarship (2011) programs 
for special needs students, 
the EdChoice (2005) program 
for students assigned to 
poor-performing schools and 
income-based EdChoice (2013) 
for low-income families. 

The popularity of these 
programs continues to grow 
with participation increasing 
by more than 50% over the last 
seven years. 

Today, more than 70,000 
students, primarily low-
income, minority and special 
needs students, participate in 
one of these five programs. 

2021 Student Participation
 Cleveland Scholarship 7,793
 EdChoice Scholarship 33,128
 Income-Based EdChoice 17,140
 Autism Scholarship 4,230
 Peterson Scholarship 7,407

DEMAND GROWS FOR SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS

2021 Average Per Pupil Expenditure

School District  Cleveland Scholarship EdChoice Scholarship EdChoice (Income-
Operating   Based) Scholarship
Expenditure 

Scholarship Participation (All Programs)
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LOOKING FORWARD
Although parental choice enjoys broad support in Ohio, there are organizations and individuals 
dedicated to eliminating opportunities for families to find and select the setting that works best 
for their children. School Choice Ohio is committed to defending parents’ rights to find the best 
educational option for their children, making a full range of educational opportunities available for 
every Ohio student.

School Choice Ohio Priorities

g  Expand eligibility and participation for scholarship programs. 
g  Streamline administration of scholarship programs.
g  Extend open enrollment to include all school districts.
g  Support equitable funding for Ohio educational options, closing the funding gaps for STEM 

schools, charter schools, and scholarship programs.
g  Ensure additional resources are targeted to support low-income students.
g  Support continuation and expansion of Afterschool Child Enrichment education savings accounts. 
g  Ensure that all school options remain available for Ohio families; support the legal defense of 

the EdChoice Scholarship Program.

A 501 (C)(3) nonprofit organization, School Choice Ohio educates parents statewide on available education options 

and advocates for the expansion of quality options for every Ohio child.

1335 Dublin Road, Suite 50A, Columbus, Ohio 43215 | 614-223-1555
  info@scohio.org | www.scohio.org


